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cent. These improvements are not confined to any part of the country, but are fairly spread throughout.
As might be expected from this increased prosperity, the land in occupation and the Government revenue from it have risen, in the former from 57,190 acres in 1861-62 to 128,961 (125 per cent.) in 1889-90, and in the latter in the same period from Es. 86,763 to Es. 1,62,738 (87'5 per cent.). For the last ten years of the lease the remissions of revenue that had to be given were almost nominal, and, except in one year, when Es. 105 (out of Es. 1,73,263) were outstanding, the whole was paid up before the expiration of the year. Out of 435 cases in the years 1887-88 to 1889-90 in which notices of distraint of property for non-payment of the Government demand were issued, it was only had recourse to in ten cases.
Statistics of sales and mortgages of land show that it has acquired a large saleable value. In 100 cases of ordinary sale,. 1,117 acres, assessed at Es. 1,382, sold for Es. 23,689, or 171 times the assessment. In 46 sales by order of Court, 670 acres, assessed at Es. 8,529, fetched nine times that assessment. In 100 cases of simple mortgages, 1,315 acres, assessed at Es. 1,771, were mortgaged for Es. 27,869, or 15*7 times the assessment. In 100 cases of mortgage with possession, 1,228 acres, assessed at Es. 1,654, were mortgaged for Es. 17,241, or 10*4 times the assessment; and in 100 cases of leases, 1,431 acres, assessed at Es. 1,874, were sublet for Es. 9,888, or 5'3 times the assessment.
With regard to prices, that of cotton has probably doubled (this occupies more than one-third of the whole cultivated area), and in javdri, Mjri, and wheat the number of seers procurable for a rupee has risen respectively froni^ 45J, 47f, and 33J in the ten years preceding the settlement to 23|, 24, and 17J in the five years from 1884-85 to 1889-90. During the period of the lease, however, prices have slightly fallen.
Eefening to the remarks made above with regard to the original settlement of Varangaon and other Talukas, it is now acknowledged that there were anomalies and incongruities in the settlement made by Mr. Davidson and Mr. Ellis, owing to the difficulties in grouping villages with the meagre information available at the time; and the new grouping, based on the experience